
 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF NAVAL RECORDS 

701 S. COURTHOUSE ROAD, SUITE 1001  

ARLINGTON, VA  22204-2490 

 

    

            Docket No. 1898-25                                              

Ref: Signature Date 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Petitioner: 

 

This is in reference to your application for correction of a service member’s naval record 

pursuant to Section 1552 of Title 10, United States Code.  After careful and conscientious 

consideration of relevant portions of the naval record and your application, the Board for 

Correction of Naval Records (Board) found the evidence submitted insufficient to establish the 

existence of probable material error or injustice.  Consequently, your application has been 

denied.      

 

Although you did not file your application in a timely manner, the statute of limitation was 

waived in the interests of justice.  A three-member panel of the Board, sitting in executive 

session, considered your application on 20 June 2025.  The names and votes of the panel 

members will be furnished upon request.  Your allegations of error and injustice were reviewed 

in accordance with administrative regulations and procedures applicable to the proceedings of 

this Board.  Documentary material considered by the Board consisted of your application, 

together with all material submitted in support thereof, relevant portions of his naval record, and 

applicable statutes, regulations, and policies.  

 

The service member served in the U.S. Navy from 16 February 1918 to 15 February 1922 and 

earned and received an Honorable discharge upon the expiration of his enrollment (his 

enlistment).  The service member passed away on 21 November 1949. 

 

You contend that the service member was injured when the ship he was stationed on, the  

, struck a German-laid mine off the mid-Atlantic coast on 9 November 1918.  The  

sunk and the entire crew abandoned ship.  All hands on board the  

survived.  In support of the petition, you submitted a newspaper article from November 1918 

featuring the Sailor’s personal account of the events that happened and the injuries he sustained. 

 

Within the Department of the Navy, to qualify for the Purple Heart Medal (PH), a wound 

received has to be the direct or indirect result of enemy action, and such wound also required 






