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      c.  Petitioner enlisted in the Marine Corps and began a period of active service on 31 January 

1979.   

 

      d.  On 31 January 1980, Petitioner received non-judicial punishment (NJP) for sleeping on 

post.  On 7 May 1980, Petitioner received NJP for unauthorized absence.  On 28 August 1980, 

Petitioner received NJP for and orders violation by possessing alcohol in the barracks.  On  

9 October 1980, Petitioner was diagnosed with Personality Disorder during a psychiatric 

evaluation and recommended for administrative separation.  Petitioner’s personality disorder 

diagnosis was confirmed by a medical officer on 20 October 1980. 

 

      e.  Consequently, Petitioner was notified of administrative separation processing by reason of 

character and behavior disorder.  He consulted with counsel and waived his right to make a 

statement.  Petitioner’s commanding officer recommended an Honorable characterization of 

service and the separation authority approved the recommendation.  On 19 December 1980, 

Petitioner was so discharged.     

 

     f.  Petitioner contends his narrative reason is erroneous due to an inaccurate medical 

diagnosis, that he has been granted service-connection for major depressive disorder, and that the 

inaccurate and stigmatizing narrative reason on his DD Form 214 has caused undue hardship.  

Petitioner provided a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) compensation and pension rating 

decision noting 70% service-connection for major depressive disorder (recurrent), alcohol use 

disorder (remission), and amphetamine use disorder (remission). 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Upon review and consideration of all the evidence of record, the Board concluded that 

Petitioner’s request warrants relief.   

 

The Board reviewed Petitioner’s application under the guidance provided in references (b) and 

(c) and found no error in his discharge for unsuitability due to character and behavior disorder.  

In making this finding, the Board determined the medical diagnoses, issued contemporaneous 

with Petitioner’s military service, was sufficient to support his basis for separation. 

 

However, in keeping with the letter and spirit of the Kurta and Wilkie Memos, the Board 

determined that it would be an injustice to label one’s discharge as being for a diagnosed 

character and behavior and/or adjustment disorder.  Describing Petitioner’s service in this 

manner attaches a considerable negative and unnecessary stigma, and fundamental fairness and 

medical privacy concerns dictate a change.  Accordingly, the Board concluded that Petitioner’s 

discharge should not be labeled as being for a mental health-related condition and that certain 

remedial administrative changes are warranted to the DD Form 214. 

 

 

 

 

 

 






