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Dear I

This is in reference to your application for correction of your naval record pursuant to Section
1552 of Title 10, United States Code. After careful and conscientious consideration of relevant
portions of your naval record and your application, the Board for Correction of Naval Records
(Board) found the evidence submitted insufficient to establish the existence of probable material
error or injustice. Consequently, your application has been denied.

Although your application was not filed in a timely manner, the Board found it in the interest of
justice to waive the statute of limitations and consider your case on its merits. A three-member
panel of the Board, sitting in executive session, considered your application on 18 December
2025. The names and votes of the members of the panel will be furnished upon request. Your
allegations of error and injustice were reviewed in accordance with administrative regulations
and procedures applicable to the proceedings of this Board. Documentary material considered
by the Board consisted of your application, together with all material submitted in support
thereof, relevant portions of your naval record and applicable statutes, regulations, and policies.

You requested to establish Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Spouse coverage. The Board, in its
review of your entire record and your application, carefully weighed all potentially mitigating
factors, to include your assertions. The Board concluded that Department of Defense Financial
Management Regulation 7000.14-R outlines the requirements for SBP elections. Specifically,
the election to participate in or decline SBP coverage is irrevocable. If not all requirements for
an election needing the spouse’s concurrence have been satisfied prior to retirement, for
whatever reason, full spouse costs, and coverage will be implemented, regardless of any request
by the member to do otherwise. SBP enrollment may also be accomplished during an open
season. There are no regular recurring open season periods as they occur only when there are
major changes to the SBP program and must be specifically prescribed by law. There were open
enrollment seasons during the periods of 1 March 1999 through 29 February 2000, 1 October
2005 through 30 September 2006, and 23 December 2022 through 1 January 2024.

A review of your record reflects that you initially entered active duty on 26 January 1973,
married your spouse on 28 August 1974, and had four children. On 18 May 1993, you were
issued notification of Transfer to the Temporary Disability Retired List (TDRL) effective 1 June
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1993. You and your spouse signed Retired or Retainer Pay, Disability form on 24 May 1993 and
25 May 1993 respectively. Although your election is illegible, based on your spouse’s signature
and presumption of regularity, it appears you both declined to participate in SBP coverage. On
31 May 1993, you transferred to the TDRL.

The Board determined you had the opportunity to take advantage of the option to enroll in SBP
coverage during the aforementioned open season periods, but did not. Open Season information
1s provided on the Retiree Account Statement; hence, you should have been reasonably aware of
the ability to enroll in SBP coverage during those times. Moreover, the Board found your
request for corrective action more than 32-years after your retirement to be untimely. Therefore,
the Board agreed that a change to your record is not warranted.

In the absence of sufficient new evidence for reconsideration, the decision of the Board is final,
and your only recourse would be to seek relief, at no cost to the Board, from a court of

appropriate jurisdiction.

Sincerely,

12/30/2025






